Point-Counterpoint for Parents
How to Makethe Case Against Marijuana

If Your Kid Says...

You Say...

Marijuanais a natural plant; how harmful could it be?

“Smoking marijuanais at least as bad as smoking
cigarettes, and you aready know how dangerous
tobacco isto your heath.”

“Marijuana can harm your future, too. It's proven that
it's harder to concentrate and retain information when
you’ ve been using pot.”

Marijuana is not addictive.

“Sixty percent of youth currently in treatment have a
primary diagnosis of marijuana. More youth enter drug
treatment with a primary diagnosis of marijuana
dependency than for all other illicit drugs combined.”

Marijuana can’'t cause any real problemsin the long
term.

“1f you smoke marijuana, you could do things that
jeopardize your future, like having sex or getting in
trouble with the law.”

“Y ou can lose scholarship or loan money, or get kicked
off the sports team.”

Marijuana only makes you mellow.

“Not aways. Sometimes it makes people violent. Kids
who use marijuanaweekly are four times more likely to
engage in violent behavior than those who don’t.”

Marijuana’ s not as popular as new drugs like ecstasy.

“More kids use marijuanathan any other illicit drug by
far.”

If | smoke marijuana, I’ m not hurting anyone else.

“Marijuanatrafficking is abig, international, often
violent business. The people behind it are criminals. If
you’ re smoking pot, you could be hurting other people.”

You smoked pot and turned out fine.

“Thisisn't about my past —it's about your future.
Marijuanaisillegal and can berisky. | don’t want you
using the drug.”

| know straight “ A" students who smoke pot.

“Most kids who smoke marijuana don’t make straight
“A”s. Research shows that kids with an average grade
of “D” or below were more than four times more likely
to have used marijuanain the past year as kids who
reported an average grade of “A.”

Marijuana must be good for you; it's medicine.

“Marijuanaisnot amedicine. A THC (active ingredient
of marijuana) pill is available by prescription for treating
cancer and AIDS patients, but more research needs to be
done before marijuana can be used as medicine.
Remember, smoked marijuana contains over 400 known
carcinogens.”




